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In Memoriam

Sept. 4, 2005 -- Lt. Col. Russell E. Dingle, ret., Connecticut Air National Guard and a pilot for American Airlines, passed away from cancer this morning.  His loss is incalculable.   Our tears, sympathy, prayers, friendship, and support go out to Russ’ wife, Jane, his two daughters, and their extended families and friends.
This web site was started as a way to bring the work of Russ and his Air National Guard team member, Major Thomas “Buzz” Rempfer, to the public.  Together, they formed Tiger Team Alpha, tasked by their commanders to investigate the problems with the anthrax vaccine.  When they came back to their commanders with a report and with questions which could not be answered, they were actually grounded from flying as their punishment.  But they fought on. 
Russ’ impeccable research is one of the primary reasons that so much transparency was shed on the travesty we know as the anthrax vaccine.  Had he and Buzz not laid the groundwork they did, arguably the vaccine would not be voluntary today. For example, it was Russ who first discovered that BioPort, the vaccine’s manufacturer, had changed the filtering and fermenting equipment used to manufacture the vaccine in 1990 without notifying the FDA, as they were legally required to do.  These changes resulted in a 100-fold increase in the potency of the vaccine – yet no one was told, until Russ discovered it and reported it to the FDA.
You can find the body of the work which Tiger Team Alpha did in the Pilots’ Corner of this web site.  
Russ was also the kindest of men.  He never spoke a disparaging word about anyone and always made a point of encouraging those of us in the anti-anthrax vaccine movement.  He was supportive, responsive, and always encouraging even through the darkest of times.  When writing the “Rebuilding Your Life” section of this web site last spring, I wrote to Russ and asked him if he would contribute to the section on attitude because he was always so positive and forward-looking.  In fact, he had just started a business, Presentation Mate, with a new partner (www.presentationmate.com) and was excited about its prospects.  
Here is what he wrote – noting that he wished service members and veterans would take more of an active role in their own healing and rebuilding:    

“. . . Bottom line for me was that the only person who could save me was me. If I was not an active participant in the whole process then all the work in the world by the specialists, family members, etc would be for naught. If I wasn’t willing to save myself, then how could anyone else?”
Russ never expected the world to come to his doorstep with efforts to save him when he became ill, yet he and Jane explored every conceivable, possible method of healing they could find, from traditional treatments to alternative therapies. He never acted like a victim or spoke like a victim, even though he must have known at some point that he most likely would lose this particular battle.  His concerns, as always, were for Jane and his daughters; for his friends and colleagues; for his new business venture; for his partner in Tiger Team Alpha, Tom “Buzz” Rempfer.  Of Buzz, he once said, “You know, we’re like an old married couple.  We tend to call each other to say good night.”  
In death, Russ continues to give.  He has willed his body to the University of Connecticut for research purposes.  After several months of serving this remarkable mission, the family will honor him with a full military service at Arlington Cemetery in May or June of 2006.  

We are looking for a permanent way to honor him through this web site and the ongoing work. Plans may take a while, but at this writing, we’re thinking of some kind of stipend or scholarship to help those service members or veterans who are helping themselves.  Of specific interest is research that continues to shed transparency on the workings of the Dept. of Defense and its obscene tendency to force experimental drugs on our troops without their informed consent.

- Kathryn D. Hubbell, Missoula, Montana – Sept. 4, 2005

